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1.
Petals and Shadows

| didn’t see the shadows

until | zoomed in tightly,
brought the lens and eyes down
to the strands of darkness
staining each and every white
petal. One could not be without
the other. Sisters holding hands,
the pure one more prominent,
the earthly one so shy. Hidden
but ready to be discovered.
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Let the violin’s high note announce

the dance and the cello’s mellow

tones carry the tune. Watch the sisters
twirl like black and white dervishes,
twirl until the sky darkens, until

they stagger and fall to the ground
petals beyond their time.



